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The Robin Boyd Foundation aims to deepen  
understanding of the benefits of design through:

– Design Awareness
– Design Literacy
– Design Advocacy

The foundation runs a regular program  
of Lectures, Workshops and Seminars throughout 
the year at our base in Walsh Street. The ‘Walsh 
St House’, or ‘Boyd House II’ as it is sometimes 
known, was designed by revered Australian  
architect Robin Boyd for his own family in 1957 
and remains in its original condition.

Our year long programming makes a significant 
contribution to the City of Melbourne’s  
contemporary design discourse. 

Established in January 2005. The late Hon. 
Gough Whitlam was the Founding Patron  
of the Foundation.  

It has been established in conjunction with Robin 
Boyd’s family. It is a separate legal entity,  
a registered ‘not-for-profit’ charity with its own  
constitution, whose members represent the  
Boyd family, the Royal Australian Institute of 
Architects (Victoria Chapter), the three faculties  
of architecture at University of Melbourne, Deakin 
University and RMIT University, and others with  
expertise, interest and commitment  
to the advancement of design.

In contrast to a passive ‘heritage house’  
experience, the foundation typically programs  
a series of events and open days with a topical  
educational theme linked to Boyd’s design  
philosophy and practice. The foundation has  
become a hub for leading members of  
Melbourne’s arts and cultural community  
who support and engage with our wider  
community through our programming.

290 Walsh Street – Home of  
The Robin Boyd Foundation

This iconic house exists pretty much today just as 
it did whilst the Boyd family lived here, right down 
to the furniture, artwork and books. Furnished 
with pieces designed by Boyd’s associates, such 
as Grant Featherston and Clement Meadmore.

Whilst the house provides a unique insight into 
Melbourme’s design leaders of the 50s and 60s, 
it is not simply a museum house. Today it is home 
to the Robin Boyd Foundation and just as it did 
when guests such as Harold Holt attended,  
Walsh street continues to be a forum to share 
knowledge and discussions on a diverse range  
of topics. 

An Introduction to 
The Robin Boyd Foundation



Lower living area

Can seat 50 for lectures, film 
screenings, presentations and 
indoor musical performances.
Seats 20 for formal dinners.

Outdoor Private courtyard

Accommodates up to 80 
standing and 50 seated for 
music concerts, lectures, 
workshops etc.

Upper Lounge area

Accommodates up to 20 for 
design introduction tours, 
meetings, workshops, book 
launches etc.

2 9 0  Wa l s h  St r e e t

Robin Boyd was renowned for designing 
spaces which reflected the lifestyles
of the occupiers. There can be no better
example than in the design of his own 
family home, the iconic 290 Walsh St.
Now home of the Robin Boyd
Foundation.

Flexible spaces designed for the Boyd 
family in the 50’s, have resulted in the  
house lending itself beautifullly  
to a variety of community and corporate 
uses for today and for the future.

Bedroom wing and informal  
lounge area

Robin Boyd Foundation  
office area (though still 
maintained in original state). 



Robin Boyd Foundation
current services summary

These comprise of three  
broad categories

•  Curated exhibitions  
and education programs  
directed at the general public

•  Formal teaching programs  
currently only directed  
at tertiary level architecture 
students, and

•  Publishing and advocacy.

Curated exhibitions
RBF opens the Walsh Street House to the  
general public on 4 or 5 occasions each year.  
In contrast to a passive ‘heritage house’  
experience, RBF typically programs each  
open house event with an educational theme 
linked to Boyd’s design philosophy and practice  
in some way.

Teaching programs 
In partnership with Melbourne University,  
Monash University and other stakeholders, 
including the City of Melbourne, RBF facilitates 
several week long intensive studios for  
architecture students, hosted at the Walsh  
Street House. The substantive content of  
these sessions is designed by the participating 
institutions, but the educational value of the  
studios is enhanced through student immersion 
in an outstanding Boyd designed building.

Publishing and advocacy
RBF has been entrusted with the copyright to 
Robin Boyd’s writings, including his landmark 
work “The Australian Ugliness” (first published in 
1960). The Foundation has republished this book 
for wide distribution via mainstream bookshops 
and on-line sales. Through its curated exhibitions 
and education programs, RBF takes advantage 
of further opportunities to circulate important 
treatises, pamphlets and other collateral  
material promoting the value of good design.



Robin Boyd 
The Small Homes Service

The launch of the Small Homes Service in 1947, 
intriduced a cheap way for Melburnians to build  
a distinctive new house - for just five pounds you 
chose from a range of architect’s plans, complete 
with working drawings and specifications, then 
you found a builder to build it. Almost certainly, 
your new house would be unique in your area - 
only 49 other houses in Victoria would be built 
from the same plans, 25 in the Melbourne  
suburbs and 25 in the country. After that, the 
design would be scrapped.

It was called the Small Homes Service and  
architect Robin Boyd was at the helm when  
it was launched in Melbourne in July 1947,  
with backing from the Royal Victorian  
Institute of Architects and The Age.

Boyd estimated at one stage that around  
40 per cent of new homes in Melbourne were 
being built through the Small Homes Service. 

Now 70 years later, with Melbourne housing 
stretched to the limit, the Boyd Foundation sees 
opportunities for us to learn from the Small 
Homes Service and from a period where housing
was built using cost effective solutions, without 
compromising on design quality.

The idea for the Small Homes Service first  
arose in the 1930s, but got a massive boost after 
the war because there was this huge shortage 
of affordable housing – as there is today. It was 
estimated that the backlog was 80,000 houses.

So the idea – and it was unprecedented in the 
world – was to provide well-designed houses 
cheaply. The Small Homes Service produced 
standard designs for houses, then each week in 
The Age, Robin would write an article and people 
would get enthused about the possibilities.



Robin Boyd Foundation  
School Holiday workshops Proposal
An education and learning platform which seeks to embed the value  
of good housing design in our future generations.

The Robin Boyd Foundation believes that  
the best way to understand and appreciate  
the value of good design is to visit the actual 
physical buildings. This has always been  
at the core of our Open Day programmes,  
inspiring and provoking our adult audiences  
with good design for the last 10 years.

We now aim to build on this expertise and the 
success of our programmes, to expand our reach 
and bring this concept to the next generation,   
beginning with our school holiday workshops 
titled, how smart are our homes? 

Robin Boyd challenged the notion  
of traditional home design, through  
his writing, the launch of The Small  
Homes Service and through many  
of his projects, but none more so than  
the design of his own home in Walsh  
Street, South Yarra.

Our holiday workshops will provide  
an opportunity for students to explore  
Walsh Street, investigate The Small Homes  
Service and then think, speak, draw  
and analyse todays homes. Teaching  
how to observe, understand and question  
the decisions we make, opening minds  
to a more creative way of thinking.  
Instead of asking how big is your home?  
the question will become how smart  
are our homes?

By embedding this way of thinking,  
Melbourne children will grow up with  
an awareness of their potential to shape  
and influence future homes, and in turn,  
our cities and communities. If we want  
to make a long term social impact, we  
should begin with the education of our  
children. 

Who will be involved?
The University of Melbourne have agreed to  
assist the workshops in the following ways:

1)  Access to a classroom/workshop space  
at The Melbourne School of Design.

2)  A tour of the technology facilities to form 
part of the workshops.

3)  2 x graduate architects to work alongside 
qualified Primary School teacher to form the 
activities and teaching programme for the 
workshops.

Who will attend? 
Our workshops will be aimed at 8 - 12 year  
olds from Melbourne 



Expanding our reach as an organisation
Our current teaching programmes are for  
tertiary education students only. Those who are 
already familiar with the values of good design. 
Launching school holiday programmes will mean  
that the values and vision of the Robin Boyd 
Foundation will reach the broader community
and embed the see of housing design, sustainable 
communities and good design as a mechanism 
for improving social well being.

Working towards the 2019 retrospective
The results of the school holiday workshops 
would form part of the curated exhibition to be 
held in 2019, showcasing the legacy of Robin 
Boyd and the continuing impact of his work and 
ideologies on society today.

A lasting impact
The lasting impact of the School Holiday  
Workshops would see the future generation,
regardless of their chosen career path, making 
housing decisions centred around the collective 
good, rather than choices for the individual.

Promoting increased awareness of the work 
of The Robin Boyd Foundation 
Continuing to reach an audiences outwith the 
traditional architectural and design community 
would be of huge benefit to the foundation.  
This audience would be entirely new for the 
Foundation, reaching school teachers, parents 
and children alike.

Just as Robin Boyd spoke to the masses via  
his column in The Age and his work on The  
Small Homes Service, we wish to continue 
expandingour audience outwith those already 
vested in the values of good design. We wish to 
educate broader society. 

Teaching that good design is not simply the 
aesthetic choices that we make, but that thinking 
creatively about housing design, sustainability 
and what makes a community, can benefit us all.

Where the Foundation meets  
the Future of Design
Design Outreach: Countless volunteer  
opportunities abound for architects, designers, 
educators and others interested in the built envi-
ronment, to engage with the foundation through 
the school holiday program. The program looks to 
enhance education and empower youth in Victoria 
to make a positive difference in their communities 
through a better understanding of architecture, 
planning, design, and community development 
initiatives. We will also seek to develop unique 
educational resources through the program, 
which will become part of our ‘DesignMatters’ 
open access portal.

‘DesignMatters’ is an independent and unbiased 
source of knowledge and insight for educators 
across the design continuum. We will create 
experiences, teaching tools, research, and media 
that support and advance design education.  
The Foundation is committed to engaging the 
Victorian design community through this schools 
program with a focus on future issues facing the 
city, architecture, planning and local  
communities. The Foundation will engage  
leaders from design and architecture  
practice, academia, research, education  
and government to create an educational  
forum distinct from anything else that  
is currently offered in Victoria and  
ultimately we aim to reshape the way  
our future designers might think  
and care about their environment.  

Building organisational 
capacity for the foundation.



What is the need for this project?
We believe our workshops would be the beginning of embedding  
‘a way of thinking’ for the next generation. 

There are currently calls on government to deal 
with the housing crisis facing Melbourne and this 
call for long term solutions should begin with 
educating the next generation on influencing 
and shaping our future cities and communities. 
Anyone who makes a home, makes an impact on 
society through their choices. 

This approach to good design thinking,  
shouldn’t be exclusive to designers, architects 
and planners. We all have a part to play.  
By building and expanding upon our programmes 
to reach school age children, we have the  
potential to plant the seed of good design  
thinking and its social impact within our children, 
who regardless of their career path, will one day 
make or choose a home. 

Our vision is that those choices will be smarter 
than just the consideration of square footage and 
will consider the collective society that we live in 
and not just the individual plot. 

how smart are our homes?:
•   Will showcase innovative thinking and practice 

to future generations.
•   Will give young people access to the inspiring 

design of Walsh Street which is currently not 
accessed by children.

•   Encourages young participants to extend their 
outlook beyond their own homes, to think of 
the ‘bigger picture’ and social impact that our 
decision making has when making or choosing 
a home.

•   Aligns with government policy on housing  
affordability, sustinability and density issues 
which seeks a more creative way of thinking 
about the spaces we design and live in.

“ we have the potential to plant 
the seed of good design  
thinking and its social impact 
within our children, who  
regardless of their career  
path, will one day make or 
choose a home”. 



In contrast to a passive ‘heritage house’  
experience, the Robin Boyd Foundation 
currently programs a series of events  
and open days with a topical education  
theme linked to Boyd’s design philosophy  
and practice. All programs are currently
only available to adults.



Creativity has a largely untapped role
in delivering wider community solutions
to many issues Victoria faces. Education,
mental health, physical wellbeing,
corrections and community cohesion all
do better when our artistic, cultural and
creative sectors are engaged with them.
The way in which cultural solutions help
to solve social problems is the challenge
we set ourselves. To this end, Creative
State will make cultural solutions a key
to our social future.

CREATIVE INDUSTRIES STRATEGY APR 2016



Robin Boyd Foundation Objectives
RBF’s vision is for a Victoria and Australia with an embedded  
and sophisticated design culture, one that permeates all aspects  
of the state’s approach to economic development, social policy  
and city building.

‘Design’ in this context is interpreted broadly.  
It involves a particular way of approaching 
problem solving and is well exemplified by the 
approach that Robin Boyd himself took in his  
professional practice, not only as an architect  
but as writer and educator.

The design approach to problem solving is:

• Interdisciplinary

• Creative and non-linear

• Sensitive to environmental and social context

• Committed to ecological sustainability, and 

•  Directed, first and foremost, at optimising  
community wellbeing.

Key objectives for school holiday 
workshop initiative

1.  Educate our future citizens on the social  
impact of good housing design.

2.  Help change attitudes towards both individual 
and collective living.

3.  Educate our future generation on what makes 
for a sustainable city.



“ We can no longer afford not to invest in good design.

Good design is not only about the aesthetic quality of our environment, it is also  
as much about improved quality of life, equality of opportunity and economic growth.

If we want to be a successful and ultimately a sustainable society, we have to  
overcome our ignorance about the importance of design. We need to depart from  
our culturally ingrained notion that a poor quality environment is the norm, and that 
ordinariness, is all we can expect from builders, developers, planners and especially 
from government.

Good design is good business, & good design is good government.
AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS ”
Image: One of Robin Boyd Foundation Tertiary level workshops in our courtyard



R O B I N  B O Y D  F O U N D AT I O N  PA R T N E R S H I P S

The foundation has become a hub for leading  
members of Melbourne’s arts and cultural  
community who support and engage with  
our wider community through our programming.



Measuring the success of our workshops
It is important to gather information before and after each workshop
to measure the resultant shifts in attitude from taking part.

On completion of the workshops and data  
collection from school children participants, 
across 3 years, we will collate and analyse the 
data. From this, we will create a list of child 
friendly indicators. The indicators and data will 
be used to produce a publication showcasing the 
findings, design visions and ideas. 

The project will culminate in a celebration event 
to present the outcomes. An opportunity for  
the children to engage in discussion with City  
of Melbourne key decision makers, Architects  
and The Minister for Planning will also be  
arranged to ensure that the project is an  
authentic experience. 

The aim of the project is to give children a sense
that everyone’s decisions and choices in their 
home, makes a difference to society overall.  
We will evaluate the shift in attitudes from  
before our workshops to compare with the  
results afterwards.

Sharing our knowledge
Research illustrates that for children to gain  
the developmental benefits of their physical  
and community surroundings urban policy and 
planning must be informed by real research with 
and by children about their life experiences and 
genuine participation of children in the planning
process.

We feel that our workshops will provide valuable 
research into how children view their homes  
and communities.



Our Ethics of Architecture series saw  
eight eminent speakers, all highly regarded  
for their thoughtfulness and recognised  
capabilities in their respective fields, reflect  
and discuss their views and approaches  
to architecture.



SETUP COSTS
Preparation of education programme activities, and resource 
material (6 weeks @$2000 per week)  $12000.00

Professional teaching consultancy to develop evaluation  
mechanisms/public outreach/Engagement activities  $8000.00

Marketing, web page and social media infrastructure   $10000.00

Administration and sundries  $3500.00

Purchase of workshop equipment  $5000.00

SETUP COST TOTAL  $38,500.00

School Holiday workshops Budget
Cost Estimates to facilitate the project/initiative



A new School Holiday 
workshops programme 
would extend the  
educational benefits  
of design studios  
and the like to school  
aged population.



Proposal would be to run 2 x workshops during 2 week holiday period 
The financial model is based on 15 children in each 2 day workshop session 

YEAR 1 – JULY holiday workshop

2 DAY WORKSHOP EXPENDITURE
1 teacher (2 volunteer supervisors) $1600
Stationery and sundries $1000     
Venue Cost  $1000 
2 DAY WORKSHOP INCOME
2 day workshop@$500 per child (15 Per session) $7500    

SESSION 1 INCOME $3900     
SESSION 2 INCOME $3900

TOTAL JULY PROFIT $7800 

YEAR 1 – SEPT holiday workshop

2 DAY WORKSHOP EXPENDITURE
1 teacher (2 volunteer supervisors) $1600
Stationery and sundries $1000     
Venue Cost  $1000 
2 DAY WORKSHOP INCOME
2 day workshop@$500 per child (15 Per session) $7500    

SESSION 1 INCOME $3900     
SESSION 2 INCOME $3900

TOTAL JULY PROFIT $7800 

YEAR 1 – APR holiday workshop

2 DAY WORKSHOP EXPENDITURE
1 teacher (2 volunteer supervisors) $1600
Stationery and sundries $1000     
Venue Cost  $1000 
2 DAY WORKSHOP INCOME
2 day workshop@$500 per child (15 Per session) $7500    

SESSION 1 INCOME $3900     
SESSION 2 INCOME $3900

TOTAL JULY PROFIT $7800

YEAR 1 – 2017/18



 

Our proposal would be to repeat the workshops in 2018/19 and 2019/20

The Robin Boyd Foundation is working towards a major retrospective on the legacy of Robin Boyd
late 2019 (100 years since the birth of Robin in 1919. Current discussions taking place with Heide as 
the chosen venue).

We would like to include the findings and outcomes from our School Holiday Workshops  
in the retrospective to demonstrate the long term legacy of the work and influence of Robin Boyd,
particularly in relation to his work on the Small Homes Service. 

The activities developed for our school holiday workshops would be used as activities for school  
children during their excursion visits to the 2019 retrospective. This would increase the longevity of 
the workshop programme activities with additional revenue being generated by fees charged during 
the retrospective.

As we plan to launch the 2019 Restrospective in the latter part of that year, we have only factored 
the running of the workshops for 2 holiday periods in July and September 2019. However, it should be 
noted that further revenue would be generated in 2019 as mentioned above. The below figures relate 
directly to the workshops at this stage. Exhibition revenue to be confirmed.

YEAR 1 – 2017/18
PROFIT TOTAL ACROSS  
3 HOLIDAY PERIODS (6 SESSIONS)   $23,400

YEAR 2 – 2018/19
PROFIT TOTAL ACROSS  
3 HOLIDAY PERIODS (6 SESSIONS)   $23,400

YEAR 3 – 2019/20
PROFIT TOTAL ACROSS  
2* HOLIDAY PERIODS (4 SESSIONS)   $15,600

TOTAL WORKSHOPS INCOME    $62,400

2019 EXCURSION EXHIBITION ACTIVITY FEE INCOME  
ADDITIONAL REVENUE TO BE GENERATED  
FROM THE ACTIVITIES DEVELOPED THROUGHOUT  
THE HOLIDAY WORKSHOPS. CHARGE FEES
TO SCHOOLS ATTENDING THE EXHBITION  
ON EXCURSIONS.     TBC
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